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Getting past political roadblocks to sustainability
AAREN MADDEN
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for the golf courses is yet to be resolved, and now that the banks own
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What we can do to protect this place, we should be doing. To that
end, he says, “our largest thrust this term in Highlands has been sustain-
ability,” and a task force has made 42 recommendations, including

net-zero zoning, where energy, water and waste consumption and
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rtation system improvements just waiting to be taken from the waste stream.
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EVEN MY GRANDSON KNOWS that, though he’d like to fly airplanes one

day, they may not be around much longer because it may be difficult to find

fuel for them. That’s how we have to think of travel.”

production balance out. The document raises
an interesting point: “Land use implies
‘consuming’ the land. The land with this zoning
needs to be productive now, in five years, and
in 500 years.”

Transportation is an essential component
of the plan, and of vital importance to Roessingh,
who encourages alternatives like rail. Alas, the
province recently declared no interest in
investing in commuter rail in the region, citing
lack of use (but if you actually made it avail-
able. .. .oh, never mind). “One of our big problems
is politics,” Roessingh observes: “We have a
provincial government working on destroying
the arts, clearly not interested in rail or any
other options for this region, not interested
in housing. We have senior governments that
are not interested in Victoria because we don’t
vote for them, and their policies are just socially
destructive. We have an overpass now at
McTavish Road because a federal minister lives
out there,” he sighs.

“We have to encourage transportation modes
that we will be able to use for a very long time
without having serious negative impacts on

the environment. Even my grandson knows

that, though he’d like to fly airplanes one day,
they may not be around much longer because
it may be difficult to find fuel for them. That’s
how we have to think of travel,” says Roessingh.

Which is why he composed the original tune
“Diesel” and covered Janis Joplin’s “Mercedes
Benz” on Nature Boy, and why, after much
research five and a half years ago, he bought
himself one to run on biodiesel. Originally, as
Highlands mayor he had access to the City of
Victoria fleet’s imported b20 (that’s 20 percent
biodiesel), but now it runs on b100 made locally
by Co-op members who get waste oil from
restaurants like Barb’s Place. While there isn’t
enough to solve all our fuel needs, “if there is
waste oil, why aren’t we making it into fuel as
best we can?” asks Roessingh. “Certainly there
is a lot more potential.”

But plans for a distribution site have been
scuttled by a 22.5 percent tax increase imposed
last January, and now the Island Biodiesel Co-
op—and the biodiesel industry in all of
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BC—struggles to survive. Locally-produced
biodiesel is no longer exempt from the carbon
tax or the motor fuel tax, and at the same time,
in a move the Co-op calls “logically and morally
flawed,” petrodiesel has been given a five
percent exemption. Now, instead of being
cheaper, BC-made biodiesel is, at $1.25, much
higher than the petro pump price.

On August 24, the Co-op’s board met with
Deputy Finance Minister Graham Whitmarsh
and Glen Armstrong to urge him to exempt
BC-made biofuels. Roessingh left with guarded
hope. “I was surprised they made the admis-
sion that biodiesel shouldn’t have carbon taxes
on it, and they would consider our proposal
to remove it and to phase in the motor fuel
tax, since they slapped them all on at once.
We are not opposed to paying what is essen-
tially a road tax, but it certainly doesn’t encourage
local biodiesel industry,” he says.

In heating, in transportation, and in finding
new sources, like, say, algae, or even coffee
grounds, there is great potential with the right
policies. “We have lots of energy options,
which involve a fair amount of research, but
when you compare to the oil sands, which is
so destructive—there are so many better ways,”
Roessingh concludes.

So, in an effort to do what my little family
can, I hand Roessingh $100 and he hands me
share number 60 in the Island Biodiesel Co-
op, and we bid good day.

When we filled up for our first trip, given

the fuel already in our tank, our actual ratio
was about b60. On arriving home, weary kids
marinated in saltwater and forest, Warren left
the engine running for just a second longer.
“Doesn’t that just hum?” he asked.
Aaren Madden wrote
this article in her
Volkswagen van. [t
makes a great office. See
wwwi.islandbiodiesel.ca
for more info on the
Co-op.
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